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(words of greeting)

FEVOIKULARL, TOEHKIFEZLAET,
TOERFRZIZED, FE100:5

For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all generations.
(Psalm 100:5, ESV)

#rv)

WOK LA RVWKORLBZD MK, ECLANDEXZRFHL., HEZEDLLAET,
Loving heavenly Father, we praise Your name and thank You for Your steadfast love.

EAUATEVEHCAEDULLKBVERETEBZEDZRAFTOMLEETREHYEIAHN, 5. 0

BEVBEVAOLHLSORBFELEEIC, AcEFZHBAEVLELET,
We cling to so many things that are unfitting in light of the immeasurable grace You show us. Help
us to listen to Your Word now with hearts that are grateful for Your precious redemption.

ESH, HREOELNBBEELLEEIC, TOHFIULENDEELTDEDEB>TREZRVET
KD,

Please help us to bear fruit in our daily lives in response to what You say to us now as the Holy
Spirit works powerfully in our hearts.

FAIA FUANOBBRICE 2>THERYVELET, T—X20
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

TODVENFRALE EBRICHYERTH, ID2VEVWS IR, TOS0FLEICESDA

O, EOHEICEFNDBUAZTV., ERBLVELTENBEAEZESERICBEYEL L,
Verse 1 begins, “In the year that King Uzziah died.”

For more than 50 years, King Uzziah ruled in a way that pleased the Lord, and as a result, the
LORD blessed him greatly.

ECHNBRRBBIEL, VDPVERKRF, TOBRAOPFTHEA2TLEV, Y7PZTHREVWSHE

ICR2TEDOFZTch, PULRUWIEICTZULRL L,

However, in his later years, after King Uzziah grew proud while enjoying the LORD’s goodness to
him, the LORD punished him that sin by striking him with leprosy, and in the end he died a rather
lonely death.

EEBEN LAY YR, Y4B, COLSBLETVEZETLLSA,
| wonder how the young prophet Isaiah felt at that time.



DASBHLTVWEDIDDVYER, 5427, £ EATLES =,
King Uzziah, whom he had respected, became proud and was struck down by the LORD.

BzRETE, VDOVHANERSIDEFE >TVELDRSIZ, BEEOEZN LAV D22H%,
It was almost as if the nation was waiting for Uzziah to lose power, because after his death the
nation fell deeper and deeper into sin.

EA<FAEALLBITHAE, COBDICTERZERALESSH,
Isaiah felt that he had to do something. But, what could someone like him do?

ZORIBAETH2ILELTEBHA LB B2 A FVIL, ERIBEEZREhEL L,
Even though it wouldn’t be surprising at all if Isaiah was thinking and feeling this way, the LORD
appeared to him.

I T7ALERENDHEVNLEZED, HEENTEELSIBEXOHT,
AHFVREFTNTHIO T, HEHZREDESRLSICLTEEHES.,

EWSERZELERL L,

The praise of the special angels called seraphim was loud enough to shake the Earth, and it was
then that Isaiah had the experience of seeing the LORD face to face for the first time in his life.

EB22@RETHIWEBAEICRLAY VR, BOORRSLCENEIN, FHLEZS LYK

L7,
Isaiah probably felt faint when he saw the holy and almighty LORD up close, and his eyes were
opened and he saw just how sinful he was.

HH, AFESLEDE, (HH. AFBATLEDS ) eMFEETZZ2EEVIEE(S,
This understanding was so strong that he couldn’t help crying out, “Woe is me, for | am ruined!”

HIWEA . CABBEZTOERICEVTLERT,

TRVCERRAENSHED. LALRERVI LR, BENSHED .
| read a book by a pastor in which the pastor wrote the following maxim:
“Good things are born from trouble, but the best things are born from despair.”

CORDZOATEMEALLEV, EE>TVEXRE, REXVWATZRE, BFESICHEELTL

el ’f -Ug“\v o
Just as he was thinking about what he could do in his own strength, Isaiah was made to feel a
despair so deep he turned deathly white.

LALZDIEEOFRT, 1YV, TOHDETICKDIBVE, BABRKL, EXOEEBRLEL
1z

But, in the midst of that despair, Isaiah experienced the LORD’s redemption, certain forgiveness
and cleansing from sin.

TSICENFEREERSNTEDEATVSEVNS, "TBERBVWALL A, ZCHSHBEYVEL
o



And on top of that, his “best life” started at that moment when he was given a mission by God and
sent to carry it out.

MEBOURAFY &, EICE>TEOLN, TOLVOEEOABELTEZS N, XA SOFER

BRIETEDIC, ELR2TENREFNOECANEEDENATVSD, —A—ATT,

We Christians, too, have been redeemed by the Lord, given the Lord’s life as our own, and been
sent out by the Lord to our own individual places to fulfill the specific heavenly mission we have
been given.

HBONODBVWERLETEHIZ, TREL, ELASOFERERLETEHIC,

Thid, GONEOEEFTODRERKEVASDTL LS,

We have been sent out not to carry out our own will, but to fulfill the mission the Lord has given us.
| think it is safe to say that this is the starting point of our life of faith.

LAL. AOBEVWE, BOZEHEE, ZTOWTLEVESHEEODES IS,
However, what we want and what God has planned are often at odds.

Tl BhEETESLVWEBARZL TV EDDVYEN, TOEAOFTESA>TLE2 LD
2. WODFXRICHEDEHZEEVL T, @S 2TLEWRTLVEVSOA, FALBEABOERSE
T9,

And the reality we face as human beings is that, like King Uzziah, who became proud after ruling

so well and experiencing God’s blessing for so many years, we too can easily become proud
without realizing it.

TIHNS, T, CHEOEGREZEER, ELTS5LTR2EEZ, ETHINDINTT., TOALK
£E3ETHLLVET,

So, when the Lord sends someone out on His mission, He first has to break that person and
remake him or her into a worthy servant.

HNDET—tE, IDPTRNTEFELTOMNBETVEEERF, BoORBEM@AEARSEHICHS
DATHENLEKDEERFEY), RBLEL &,

Moses also experienced this. As a prince of Egypt, he decided to do something in his own strength
to help his fellow Israelite, but he got ahead of the Lord and failed.

WA SHOSRNLEITFVVORET, E—tRECEATEMERL,
Bhn, BRSshELI,

Moses fled for his life to Midian, and there the Lord dealt with him, and he was broken and made
ready for service.

ZLTA0FDRARAZET, T—LRERBEBARVEBL 2 ILEEETRERETNZEECHL 1,
KO ERF, AOHASE—EICHEA,

AAZINZIDTRASHVETEVSERZRASAICENEL L,

After 40 years in the desert, Moses was broken by the Lord to the point where the Bible says
that he was more humble than any man on Earth. That’'s when the Lord finally appeared to him
in the burning bush, and made his mission of going to Egypt to lead God’s people out of slavery
clear to Moses.



LALZEDEE, T—EORBEESES2LETL LS,

But how did Moses respond at that time?
In today’s vernacular, he said something like, “No way, no way! Are you serious?! Absolutely not!”

TABREFE—ELRLERIRBRYERPENELLE, ESLEET—ER. BAE—REGZEEVA T

D, EVDECAERTESETNELE,
The LORD was angry at Moses when he said this, and for a moment, anyway, Moses was
probably close to losing his life.

BZoOEW, BL, BEE, ELSOEVHFIRBVESEE,
Mleslk, FRLET, XVWEXT, HELAKRT,
EEICE, BERZE/DSIF LI

When our thoughts, desires and feelings don’t line up with what the Lord is telling us to do, we feel
confused and lost. It's hard. Sometimes we even begin to despair.

LALZEORSBEECEN, REF. FYABNDOTY,
But times like these are opportunities from God.

FOEBEBRFEN—HTDH, VS, FERVWEZHY,
ZFOEMSICFE2>TVWBOTITAS,

What lies on the other side of such times is a life in which our path and the Lord’s path for us are
the same.

MERFEZELLE, —REECHEL, RBR2FEFEL > LELC,
EHRANEEINELIL,

After | graduated from university, | got a job working at some company and about two years later |
was baptized.

ZTOBFRIF, BULIVARAFYOENEZASH, ISIERBNFEFEA, LES<TRE. 7

XUANEREESh, BEEEULTERLRL I

A few years after that, the Lord gave me Christian wife and soon our first son was born.
And soon after that, my company sent me to America to live and work there as the company
representative.

FTRETAVDETZFORBIC, AR, BEICBE>TEICEBETAHARSICENDELNSOEY EZ (TS

KOIZBYELE, EOMVEE, LAUEGEHICOORIZEWVWTLSS, B,

While living there, the Lord began to speak to my heart about becoming a pastor and serving the
Lord full-time. It was a small voice, and it came and went, but He was clearly trying to get my
attention.

TXUATERAZAETN, ZAOFESICBY, ORI ZEL T, TORKZHRLLVWE

FEO TVWEFRICE, LALZIEIERENICBRZEL I,
While we were there, my wife gave birth to two girls. We had three children, and | wanted to
glorify the Lord through my work, but becoming a pastor seemed unrealistic to me.



—FRHORARF., FRICHEARENI VT, XOZILCERLBZENCEAREEFLTVRDZHMST
WEDT, REDBEBANREZEE,

bH, BPREBOYT) X ERHEBETERL, EEATVERLE,

On the other hand, my wife had some relatives who were in the pastorate, and she had seen the

mental and financial strains they had to endure. So, when she and | were engaged, she was very
happy knowing that she was getting married to a plain old salaried worker.

TABRRAR, BFR>TVREZHARZE, KUHEEBDEISBIELAEDLT. RER. A

FEZRLTRLZEPODIE, KERY KL,

When my wife realized | was struggling over what to do, she constantly said things to get me to
change my mind, and when we returned to Japan and | made up my mind to quit the company to
become a pastor, she was really angry.

BEEELTHERICBVROERERGLES<KAEENT, ESHPEAfBFLETLSIC.

&L H2TVWELE,

When | began to audit seminary classes, she wouldn’t even listen to me for a while and prayed
that my plans to become a pastor wouldn’t work out.

FABZBIRNUTREAFIZBE2LEYAZA4Z0LEY. EVWIZOFBUEDLT, AHICD50VL¢E
CAHREBEBSENKRL L.

At that time, | got angry at my wife over little things and was always on edge. We didn’t like each
other at all, and we both went through a very painful time.

ZTRRLLL, RIFEZANZZ > THAICHANT, BASADEHICE, ESLTERLELRT

AtAE2120REE, SERBICRYERDZENTEERT,
Looking back on it calmly now, | can see that it was a process that both of us had to go through in
order to be broken before the Lord and made ready to do His will.

ITRMFTZETTOR 2003 FICHEREZFEL, WARBL L THRLEDEThERLSE,

CD16 FEDE, TEETEBREOADTERKEZHBE BTV IEEERL I,

After various twists and turns, | was able to graduate seminary in 2003, and my wife and | were
sent out by God to serve Him as pastor and wife. Over the past 16 years, we have seen the
Lord do many things for His glory.

BOBVWPEW\NE, TOBEYOET, Mk, XV, BE, SSICEEEZKRDOV., BANDE
Z, ThERELVZEDREY,

TOEZINNDSE, CEHDIEILBRVEBILEVERVET,

When our thoughts and our desires are challenged by the Lord, and we are troubled, feel lost,

struggle, experience despair and are broken ... This is the beginning of God’s best for us.
In everything that happens from now on, | want to keep this in mind.

—5B. BBl ELL>THRI N, BXS5hD, EVSTORAOFT, —DOlEIRZED

FRTnEEYEEA

However, during this process of being broken by the Lord and prepared for His service, there’s
something we need to be careful about.



Ttk TOEBLZEVEEE, BPBROTFELSEBIEL,

SVERYELE, k. BEORBNAKREERNTINICHE>TVEDOTL &5,
When Moses heard the Lord’s calling for his life, he repeatedly told the Lord that he wasn’t good at
speaking. Also, he was probably still suffering from the trauma of his past failure.

AATZIIINORESNABDNESDCEEEK ERFRETERARVE, FAEL &,
He told the Lord that he was sure the Israelites wouldn’t listen to him.

WiEBR, EDLSBETHN, 25VWEVWEZL, #AND, ELVSERELETE, £ETD
E. BADTERWELS, AXBECHBENY)Z, BERLTILEVY, RAKZZLTLERVNS

T9,
When we experience painful thoughts and are broken by the Lord, no matter what form it may

take, we tend to focus only on what we cannot do or what is wrong with us, and become hesitant
and indecisive.

TOEEEF, BVERBILEL &5,
At such times, let’'s remember this:

WOKLARVEHEEDOHE, CORODFREZVECS, IXBECS, ELALESASD

BETERERITTVWEVLSBEOBAEESD, ITIC. IXNT, ZFHMLEVSZEZE,
Our loving and almighty Creator is already aware of all of our weaknesses and fears, the areas in
our lives that need work, and even the darkness in our hearts that we aren’t even aware of — He
already knows it all.

IRXTCZCFHAOEN, RIEBEZEDTS EEhBEE,

FlF, BLBHLEET, HSWHAMBEEZEXTEXTIKEES, WS L%k,
So, let’'s remember that when Lord, who knows all things, sends us out, He will, in various ways,
provide everything we need to do His will.

NoOk, FVWEL L,
MEEEHOERTH> T, #OERELTITSINERVWTVE, ITICHICK>THASH

TWa, &,

The apostle Paul said that we are God’s workmanship, and the good works that He wants us to
do have already been prepared for us.

MEB5ZlBAFOVOSEEEMAICLTEY, HOBDYRTEYBLTILKEES, EOLD

< U

Remember the steadfast love of the Lord, who gave His life in our place to redeem us and who will
intercede for us until the end of the world.

RAESHOLOBETHZDFI-E5%Z, CHEOERELTRAVWIKEEZSSETS, T0HA

(A
And remember the thoughts of the Lord, who takes broken and cracked vessels like us, and uses
us as the works of His hands.

TNICNTRIRBHFEEERN, RAREZVRADKISIC,



MEEORICRABRITTVEERSE,

MIEBEREENMMRARETLES LR, RLULTHYFEEA,

If we have gratitude and praise burning in our hearts for these things like a charcoal fire that never
goes out, we will never burn out in our service to the Lord.

FOEWEEIOZHRBRL LAY, TOREOHFZHEERL I

Isaiah was redeemed and purified by the Lord, and he heard the voice of the Lord inviting him to
serve Him.

FOHUEICHLT, EHSsWAELS, AZEDLTLSEEW,
ERBLEAHVIIHL, £, AT, FFSshELIL,
chhsk, AEEELTRIERBCHRVODBVENF>TVS, & (9ELRE),
When the Lord heard Isaiah respond without hesitation to His voice, saying, “Send me,” He then

told Isaiah that the path that lay ahead for him as a prophet was not going to be very rewarding
at all.

COtOFT, HEORELT, RASOFERERLELTVIS>ETRHEE, LAICEELT,

MARPHEFZ<BIHLELNEEA,

When we receive the Lord’s calling and seek to live it out in this world as a member of God’s
kingdom, our troubles and suffering might end up being greater than before He called us.

EABICEMZESDTINTOEZIT>TWEELTE,

BRAICE>TERLVERPRVAFES LR, RYEEA,
No matter how faithful we may be in living out our calling, there is no guarantee that we will see
the results we want to or find it rewarding in this life.

LAL, KEIZDBADEODEDICEIIHAZZDEVDS, TOEEARIF., BHIZ. 2HROHRE

DEZDTY,

However, living our lives for eternal things in service to the Lord, ... such a life is surely the basis
on which the Lord will bless the whole world.

DIOTTTINLICENFrNRENLZEY ., TISNLOGEMICL>TEEZVDEY D EY DOFE

TDREDHN, MBEBWERT,

Just as the Lord promised Abraham long ago, every person in the world would be blessed by
the faith of Abraham.

BEEfiRkV)BEDE, ENFEETNLEBY, (FVYORSZEAVEENBLRO, BFRTLSE
nd, EVSZERBYETREATLE, ThIRILIVYEEUTL L,

Looking back in time, we see that the people who heard Isaiah’s prophecies and warnings did not
repent, and the Lord did not relent from destroying the nation. The same thing happened in
Jeremiah'’s case.

LAL, ELL>TEDEN, TLTENHERERELKGITEESOBEE, KEOVWDSICD

BABBEELT, S, ALShEITTVWET,

But their faithfulness to continue carrying out the mission the Lord had given them when He sent
them out did, indeed, lead to eternal life for some and is still being used by the Lord to this day.



MIEBOVAF Y —A—AN, ELEDENIEEEL T, TOEMBERLETLZOHIC, BECH
W, IXNTOCEZENDBEFEZE>TITOLE,

When every Christian here today prays faithfully and loves and trusts the Lord in all things in order
to fulfill the mission we have been sent by the Lord to carry out,

E&E. REBSOHMYABVEERPRAIVTIT, 87, ThSZKEICDBIFDEODLED

2. AWTLiZE %,
the Lord will surely use us to impact eternity in ways we can never imagine in His perfect timing.

TOEZ, DMICRAFECTVELEELVERVET,
It is my hope that this truth will be etched into your hearts.

FICEDN, TOEDEEh, ELL>TEDEN, TOEGERLETLEOICEEZELSETERE
Z, T, F5BEVTRLVShFEEA,
XABWTRVWSNEEBA, WPEBLVTREWLWShIEEA,

FELEVTREVShERA,
The Lord will not fail to watch over and protect those He has redeemed, made His own, and sent
out to fulfill His mission. He will not fail to support them, heal them, or bless them.

FE, BEAQOBVETVZRDHBANS, €&5E, BUATTLKEE>TVBZOTREAEVT
L&3Sh,
The Lord is calling out to each of you now as He sees your thoughts and actions, | think.

EL58, DLELBESHBLEZ, HBBLEDERANEEDT,

ZIT, blLOFEmEREZLEEL,
“Today, | am sending you out to your specific place. Fulfill my mission there.”

LD, DLELE®HBLZZ, DEULAASLEMANE, EDT,

TLT, BBEICLATERD, BLEOERZ, RELEEL,
“Today, | am sending you out to the place | have prepared for you. There, carry out the mission
that only you can fulffill.”

TOHME, TOBEOKERE, BFLE, HBLICEST,

EZELLVEDOTREWVWAELNEL,
“The results might not always be what you hope for.”

LALEIT, $E50TF, DELFAELLELEZITEREL

DlLEdsicz, AL, £HADHRABOELETEINS, &

“But do not fear or give up. Continue walking the path | have prepared for you. | will surely
make you a blessing to the world.”

ZORSICENA T, IRLTILKEEDEDHFEANDISEEL T,
TNTNDECABANEREBENTERVYRL &5,



May we all respond to the voice of the Lord who has given us His promises, and step out in faith
into the places the Lord is sending us to.

#rv)

AHY6 :8 HF., "EhZEDZS, £, PhbhokdlI<ED5, 1 £F2TH

ShBEOFZEAVLEDT, 82k, T2, BV ERT, RZEDLTSEZWV, 4
Isaiah 6:8 Then | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for
Us?” Then | said, “Here am I. Send me!”

RKDORE 2R,
FORKCH 2> THTODEDAER@MA > TVWERLESIC, EULABBULERLEZEER, XHA5D

FLOWEBANEBLELTILKEER XN ERFE, HUFESITETVET,

Heavenly Father,
Thank You for redeeming and forgiving us even though we were dead in our sins and deserving
judgment, and for Your giving us a new mission and calling in life.

AFYICHEE, RIEBEE, ELK2T, TREINOECANEEBDLDERTEVYET,
Following in Isaiah’s footsteps, we too are being sent out by You to various places.

MEBEL TKEEREN, IXTOXEENEERATKETVERT LSS
As the One who is sending us out, please provide for all our needs and empower us.

FAN—A—AZBLIBEOREEHADEZHL T LEEL,
Please reveal Your glory and mighty works through each one.

FIZL>TEDLEN, ELHAD—A—AZ, 2HAORMBOREL TEZ L,
Please help each one you send out to serve You to be a source of blessing to the world.

FALTA FUANDHBICK2>TERYWVWELET, T—X2,
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.



